What does progress look like in Reading Recovery?

At the start of their Reading Recovery programme children have learned very little about reading and writing. The majority are non-readers - one in three cannot read any text, in some cases, not even their own name. The average reading level at the start of the programme is a short, simple text, with few words on the page, and just one word changed on each page .

[image: image1.emf]
Children’s programmes are discontinued when they are judged by an independent observer to be able to read and write independently within the average band for their class and age. On average, children whose programmes were successfully discontinued were able to read a level 17 text (see figure 2), which meant they were able to read a story with elaborated episodes and events, extended descriptions, some literary language, full pages of print, more unusual and challenging vocabulary and less support from illustrations. More than eight out of ten children achieve this magnitude of change.
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Children who do not achieve the accelerated progress required for the programme to be discontinued are referred back to the school for longer-term support. Just 19 in 100 children are referred, but they make considerable progress, reaching on average text level eight. These are simple story books with some repetition of phrase patterns, ideas and vocabulary, several lines of text and around 20-40 words per page. Story lines involve a number of incidents and some literary conventions are introduced . 
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Writing 
At the beginning of a Reading Recovery programme, the teacher reads a simple sentence for the child to write down, for example:  “ I have a big dog at home.  Today I am going to take him to school”.  Below is a typical example of a child’s writing at entry to Reading Recovery.  This child was only able to write ‘A’ and the ‘s’ in ‘school’ correctly. 
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After 14 weeks, the same child wrote the following, unassisted by his teacher. 
[image: image5.jpg]Bise Beaduy

Com fitKe  Sofyy,  tuemy
biecK befesse ™ .

He  £9F5 some 1 wesks of teactung
bLock be[ees
Novn feq - ove
o/ frv 3
: o E{'fa/n fou

4 -
g\)u?ddfnrio Hie bor K befees





